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place ofj'attendrai, the latest hit whined forth from the pubs, where
French wine was making the Boche sentimental:
Ah! Ah! Ah! Ah!   Oh Mon Amour.
And there was a letter before me from London, W.C.2.
Paris that summer was like a rose in the gutter.
Of the vendors who made a good living I remember best a tall,
burly man who used to be a contremaitre in a factory, and with the
advent of the Hun lost his job. Like most Frenchmen, he had a
large family. This doesn't mean offspring, but aunts and sisters-in-
law and the invalid uncle of the wife. There he was with all those
mouths to be kept in pot aujeu and pinard. He struck on an idea
which wasn't only businesslike but gives a fair picture of the vaunted
moral austerity of Hitler's Germany. He bought up a large stock of
old numbers of Paris Nuit, Sex Appeal, Paris, and other illustrated
papers that specialized in breasts, navels and thighs. His daily
average was above three hundred copies. German columns would
march down the square with officers, N.C.O.s and martial songs,
and the late contremaitre would run beside the column selling his
naked women at an amazing rate. Incidentally, smutty picture post-
cards were very popular, too, but as they couldn't be had easily
the Germans were forced to take those magazines as the next best
thing.
Came the quatorze juillet, and there was no display of German
strength and power. The general and the lieutenant-colonel came
again and told me the reason there had been no review was that the
Fiihrer was doing everything in his power to make peace with
England. For, the general said, he didn't want two Nordic peoples
to light one another. That was being said a lot. A little later it was
never alluded to. My contention is that Hitler was afraid to break
up the British Empire by sheer force. The Empire would crumble
to pieces and in the process much of its richness would disappear.
America would take Canada, Russia might invade India, and it was
certain that his Japanese allies would grab as much as they could.
But by infiltration, which peace inevitably would have meant, he
could have got it all with the larder full. I can substantiate this
with his own remark in his speech at the time when he said he
didn't want to break up such a great empire, and by a remark a
German civilian of some standing made a few weeks later. He said
Germany had no interest in seeing the Japs coming practically to
Suez, nor did Germany want to fatten America with Canada.
The historians in the next century will have to admit the Germans